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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF 



Dear Mr. Ervins 



File: J- CO- 1-951 3 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 
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Reference is made to your letter of April 10, 1965, in which ; 
you state that Senator cdward V. Long had requested your Subcommit- 
tee to investigate the discharge from the Secret Service of Abraham 
V/. Bolden and his conviction for conspiracy. 

The following information represents a chronological list of 
the events leading to and following the arrest of Abraham W. Bolden. 

On May 9, 1964, Joseph Spagnoli, Jr., was arrested by agents of 
our Chicago office as one of a group responsible for the counter- 
feiting of $100 United States Series "E" Savings Bonds. 



On May 13, 1954, while free on bond, Spagnoli contacted the 
Special Agent in Charge of our Chicago office by telephone and 
reported that he had been approached by an unidentified man who 
offered tosell him the Secret Service file in the counterfeit bond 
case ror $dO,000.*~ As evidence of the type of material available 
for this price, this individual furnished Spagnoli with a typewritten 
excerpt from a Secret Service report. ;Ve immediately reported Spag- 
noli r s allegation to the United States Attorney in Chicago, who 
requested that the Secret Service conduct a complete investigation 
of this charge. • ■ 

The man who had contacted Spagnoli was soon identified as Frank 
Jones, a defendant in another counterfeiting case. Jones was con- 
fronted by agents and admitted his involvement, naming Special Agent 
-Bolden as the person who had furnished him with the excerpt from the 
Secret Service report. He said Bolden had instructed him to present 
the proposition for the Secret Service file to Spagnoli. 

Based upon evidence accumulated during an intensive five-day 
investigation, a complaint was filed before Chief Federal Judge 
„ Willi 3m Campbell, Chicago, at 5:00 p.m.. May 18, 1964. Judge 

Campbell immediately issued a warrant for the arrest of Mr. Bolden 
for violation of Section 201, Title 18, United States Code. (The 
charge, as defined in subsequent indictment, was based upon three 
counts: soliciting a bribe, obstruction of justice, and conspiracy 

to commit those two offenses). 
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At 11:15 p.m. that same date, this arrest warrant was served 
on Mr. Bolden at the Chicago office of the United States Secret 
• Service by the Special Agent in Charge of our Chicago office, 
accompanied by United States Attornoy Edward V. Hanrahan. Execution 
of tne arrest warrant had been delayed due to Mr. Bolden's request 
for a lie aetector examination, and the lie detector operator's 
beliei that serving the warrant prior to the examination would have 
been detrimental to the interests of Mr. Bolden in taking the test. 

Mr. Bolden was incarcerated in the Du Page County Jail, Wheaton, 
Illinois, on the night of May 18, 1964, after having consulted with 
his attorney by telephone. On May 19, 1964, Mr. Bolden appeared N 
before United States Commissioner C. S. Bentley Pike, Chicago, where ‘ 
he was released under $2,500 (Own Recognizance) bond. 

. * { 1 : st trial in this casQ was conducted at Chicago durinq the 
f through 11, 1964. A mistrial was declared when this 
jury fai.ed uo reach a verdict, and the case v;as scheduled for re- 
trial on August 3, 1964. The re- trial commenced on August 3 and 
was received by the jury on August 11, 1964. After 4 hours deliber- 
JUry returned a verdict of guilty on all three counts 
of the indictment. Following defendant's plea of mitigation, the 
judge sentenced Mr. Eoiden to six years in the custody of the Attorney 
G eneral. ^Defendant filed his notice of appeal on September 10, 1964 * 
and unis appeal is still ponding before the Circuit Court of Appeals. 

If additional information is desired, please notify this office. 

Very truly yours, 

J539S J» Rowlgy 







Mr. bam J. Ervin, Jr. 

Chairman 

Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 
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